
 JAPAN 

15.3

 SINGAPORE 

15.4

 SOUTH KOREA 

16.6

PUPILS PER TEACHER IN PRIMARY SCHOOL

EXPECTED YEARS OF SCHOOLING

INDONESIA
JAPAN
SOUTH KOREA 

THAILAND 

VIETNAM 

MALAYSIA 

MYANMAR

CHINA 

MYANMAR

9.1

BANGLADESH

10.2

CAMBODIA

10.9

INDIA
PHILIPPINES

11.7

40 32

25 19 17 16

15 11

GERMANY12

31 28BANGLADESH45 CAMBODIA INDIA 

LAOS 

PHILIPPINES 

LAOS

10.8

12.6

12.9

13.5

 THAILAND 

13.6

13.1

 VIETNAM 

 MALAYSIA 

 CHINA

 INDONESIA 

0 5010 100* 120 %

INDIA
126

92
30

CAMBODIA
0.2

125
45

16

16.4

16

BANGLADESH
114

54
13

3.0
MYANMAR

GERMANY

114
50

13

66
101
102

11.7
INDONESIA

109
83

32

15.8

12.7

PHILIPPINES
107

85
34

JAPAN
102
102

61

4.2
MALAYSIA

101
71

37

5.8
 THAILAND

96
86

51

ENROLLMENT RATIO IN PRIMARY, SECONDARY
AND TERTIARY EDUCATION

SOUTH KOREA
100
99

97

EDUCATION IN ASIA

CHINA
126

92
30

tertiary educationPercentage of
each age group 

enrolled in
secondary education
primary education

37.2

78.0

77.7

Number of people with a 
tertiary education (millions)

Asia features some of the most successful education systems in the world – but also some of the least 
developed. The differences can be seen in statistics such as expected years of schooling, literacy rates 
and enrollment in tertiary education.

There is a huge gap between many Asian countries in terms of the percentage of the population which enrolls in tertiary 
education. While East Asian nations have a very high enrollment ratio, the numbers are very low for many South Asian and 
Southeast Asian nations. For the latter, this is a key challenge in their attempt to compete in the global economy.

Kids born in different Asian countries will 
have vastly different schooling experiences. 
A child in Myanmar, for example, spends 
almost eight years less in school than one in 
South Korea. And in Cambodia there are 
four times as many pupils per teacher as
in Malaysia.

TEXT AND RESEARCH: BERNHARD BARTSCH, MARTIN GOTTSKE; INFOGRAPHICS: FRIEDERIKE VON POLENZ / INFOGRAPHICS GROUP;
SOURCE: WORLD BANK, UNDP, ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

*more than 100 %: multiple enrollments
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Across Asia, the most popular 
university subjects are social 
sciences, business and law. 
Engineering, manufacturing and 
construction are also popular 
fields of study. 
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In the last two decades women have 
gone from being underrepresented at 
Asian universities to mostly outnum-
bering the men there. 1.0
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